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Virtual Panda Immersion
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During the pandemic in the past

two years, instead of talking about
ways to prevent the spread of the
virus and not to get sick, my parents
have been telling me to be careful
outside when alone. When I wake
up in the morning, at the breakfast
table while scrolling on my phone, |
seem to always be finding new
cases of AAPI hate crimes. I can
still clearly remember the day [

woke up to the news talking aboutggown bloodline, their ancestry, andggiokes". If silence helped, then what

Y Oakland, where an elderly Asian
‘man was beaten and robbed.

I proceeded to go to school and

waited all day to see if anybody
would say anything about this
crime. Nobody said anything about
it. Everyone just went on with their
normal day, as nothing happened.
When George Floyd was killed, his
death blazed through America's
news and social media. However,
even with so many Asian hate
crimes, there still hasn't been much
light shed on these problems.

What America has been trying to

hide in its history is the blatan
racism toward the AAP

community. I was never taught}jone year advanced and still have

about the Chinese Exclusion act i

school, I only found out about it
after researching on my own time
by reading books,
entries, and YouTube videos about

The Chinese Exclusion Act lasted

AAPI

'|_|_-.i.-

'-l '|E L}

ZIWEN AR James Xing

Another thing 1 found while

researching was during WWII
when the Japanese Americans were
forced into internment camps for
fear of being a "spy" of the
Japanese. They were expelled out
of their homes and had to go to
isomeplace they had never been
““before. What did they do wrong?
Be of Japanese descent. It's like
forcing people to refuse their very,

their culture. Just for looking
Japanese and  speaking the
language, you were forced into an

1 My Eyes.

"Neutrality helps the oppressor,
never the victim. Silence encourages
the tormentor, never the tormented.
Sometimes we must interfere." by
Elie Wiesel.

I 1ove this quote because it can be
applied to these situations. If anyone

“was to interfere, telling the student

who said the "joke" to stop, and it's
not funny, then that student wouldn't
continue to make those kinds of

would be the point of talking? Why
would schools teach wus about
standing up for others if silence

internment camp and would befhelped? My day-to-day experiences

shot and killed for trying to escape.

Wihile these issues may all be in

the past, the harmonious diverse
culture still hasn't improved in
recent years. There's still racism
today, even in our very schools.
Just for being Chinese, I am
automatically expected to have
good grades, or I am a complete
failure. Some casual remarks tha
may seem like jokes were hurtfu
to my fellow Asian student body.

"You're probably the biggest Asia
= failure to have existed. You're onl

B."

have made me feel that only certain
groups have the privilege to get help
from others, and have others stand
up for them.

Ever since that experience, I have

been trying to help raise awareness
about these topics. I have talked
about these things with my friends,
researched racism towards AAPI in

merica, and tried my best to notice
the small little bits of racism in
conversations. The remarks might
seem carelessly said, but I can tell
that they can easily hurt someone's

a“lfeelings, and ruin their day.

We cannot change the culture or

Those words were said to one of climate of America in one night. But

Wikipedia ~my peers, and yet nobody around, " together,

we can change our

him said anything to stop thel Jcommunity to adapt and accept

and agreed. Fearing about being

the racism against AAPI in the past.” perpetrator. They all just laughed"'l

everyone, regardless of race,
religion, or gender. Each one of us is

for over 60 years, and within that *left out and being known for not “ilike a puzzle piece, alone awkward

time, the Chinese weren't allowed . being able to take a joke, he just

and plain but together beautiful and

to testify in court, the Chinese weres:nodded and laughed as well. This#®extravagant. I believe in America's

. . . . L
banned from coming to America,gObVious racism is seen as a joke,

and Chinese immigrants
ineligible for naturalization.

WEr
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and the teachers say nothing abou
it.

2 Ll

future generations to help commit to
this change and keep America as an

| inclusive society.
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